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Right Door at the Right Time 


Most of us are familiar with the 
expression "When God closes a 
door, he opens another," or some- 
thing similar. While some might 
assume this is in some manner a 
Biblical principle, the actual phrase 
(or anything comparable) does not 
occur in the text of 
Scripture. 

As it happens, 
inventor Alexander 
Graham Bell is credited 
with this statement: 
"When one door closes, 
another one opens, but 
we so often look so 
long and so regretfully 
upon the closed door, 
that we do not see the 
ones which open for 


While the particular 
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scored a number of interviews, to 
no avail. I even applied for various 
open full-time positions within the 
current institution, but was met 
with continual denial. One could 
conclude that I was indeed experi- 
encing a very conspicuous reality 
of closed doors. 

With regard to 
faith, clearly, we as a 
family were being led 
to continue trusting in 
God's provision. 
Believers are often 
reminded that so- 
called closed doors 
can be opportunities 
for putting our faith 
into action and apply- 
ing the Christian 
principles we espouse. 
I was reminded that 


wording might 
not exist in 
Scripture, Bell's 
insight does 
indeed appear to 
bear some 
support from 
various narra- 
tives throughout 
the Bible. 
Certainly, the 
metaphor of 
doors represent- 


ing opportuni- 

ties or obstructions can be observed 
in myriad descriptions of God's 
guidance through circumstances, 
cycles of time, and the convergence 
of events (Acts 14:27, Acts 16:7- 
10, 1 Corinthians 16:8-9, 2 
Corinthians 2:12, Colossians 4:2-4). 

The persistent theme among 
such accounts appears to be that 
God himself ordains and arranges 
the paths that lead to such doors, 
the accessibility of such doors, and 
whatever alternative doors that 
might emerge. While it is not 
always obvious to us that life 
unfolds as God intends, the Bible 
assures us this is so (Ecclesiastes 
371): 
The recent pandemic was in all 
likelihood one of the most 
challenging scenarios with which 
we have contended in modern 
times. In my own personal life, it 
represented yet another complica- 
tion in an already precarious 
predicament that I and my family 
were enduring. 

In particular, I was in the 
unenviable position of having 
previously lost a somewhat stable 
position as a faculty member at an 
educational institution which had 
been compelled to cease its opera- 
tions in 2017. Around the time the 
pandemic impacted the world, I 
had managed to persist in a non- 
faculty part-time position with 
Miami Dade College for a little 
over two years. Lamentably, I had 
not been successful in locating full- 
time employment. 

From the moment I had accepted 
the part-time job, I was continu- 
ously seeking what I perceived 
would be more stable and economi- 
cally viable opportunities for my 
career path. I submitted what 
seemed like countless applications 
to a vast array of companies and 


regardless of the type or amount of 
work which has been delegated to 
us, we should always do our best to 
honor God and in turn honor those 
in authority over us (Luke 16:10, 
Colossians 3:23-24). 

Thus, I made every effort to 
work "as unto the Lord," contrib- 
uting to operational improvements. 
My attitude and performance 
suitably impressed those in charge. 
Even so, any likelihood for full- 
time employment within this 
organization seemed tenuous at 
best. 

Sometimes, doors of opportunity 
open in ways we might not expect. 
When municipal and organizational 
responses to the pandemic seemed 
to cascade in March 2020, the 
mandate for all classes at Miami 
Dade College to be conducted 
remotely placed a very distinct set 
of pressures on my department, the 
online division. Almost overnight, 
our support services were in high 
demand as all faculty were now 
compelled to adapt to what was an 
unfamiliar modality for many. 

One would not be faulted for 
deducing that the pandemic thrust 
open the door of opportunity in my 
own situation. As the demands for 
support continued to intensify, my 
department, along with a few 
others, were granted directives to 
reinforce our number of full-time 
personnel, superseding any 
conventional hiring constraints in 
place. I was one of the beneficiar- 
ies of this departmental expansion, 
and as one might imagine, I gladly 
and eagerly stepped through that 
now wide-open door, anticipating 
the next steps of my journey of 
faith. 

For believers, our destination has 
been determined, and it is through 
the journey whereby we grow. 


In the final episode of the "Star 
Trek: Voyager" television series, 
the crew of the starship Voyager 
confront a tremendous opportunity 
to take advantage of a potential 
"open door" that could facilitate 
their return to our part of the 
galaxy. During their seven-year 
sojourn approximately 30,000 light 
years from Earth's solar system, 
Voyager and its crew has faced 
numerous "closed doors" — 
obstacles and challenges thwarting 
their attempts to return home. 

Now, while facing one of their 
deadliest enemies, the cybernetic 
Borg, Voyager's crew must contem- 
plate this possibly final hurdle, or 
possibly yet another closed door. 
Captain Kathryn Janeway presents 
the details of the daunting task and 
solicits the honest feedback of her 
officers. 


JANEWAY: A long time ago, I 
made a decision that stranded this 
crew in the Delta Quadrant. I don't 
regret that decision. But I didn't 
know all of you then, and Voyager 
was just a starship. It's much more 
than that now. It's become our 
home. I know I could order you to 
carry out this plan and none of you 
would hesitate for a second, but I'm 
not going to do that. You know the 
crewmen who work under you, and 
you know what your own hearts are 
telling you. So we're not going to 
attempt this unless everyone in this 
room agrees. No one will think less 
of you if you don't. 

KIM: Captain? 

JANEWAY: Go ahead, Harry. 
KIM: I think it's safe to say that no 
one on this crew has been more 
obsessed with getting home than I 
have. But, when I think about 
everything we've been through 
together, maybe it's not the 
destination that matters. Maybe it's 
the journey. And if that journey 
takes a little longer so we can do 
something we all believe in, I can't 
think of any place I'd rather be, or 
any people I'd rather be with. 
PARIS: To the journey. 
CHAKOTAY: Hear, hear. 

ALL: To the journey! 


In looking back on my 
experience, I can attest to the 
struggles of faith and rewards of 
perseverance. And while I am 
grateful for the blessing of 
relatively stable employment, I 
must also acknowledge the journey 
of continuing to learn to trust in 
God all along the way. One may 
not always appreciate closed doors, 
but from God's perspective there 
are always reasons. 

In my case, I was blessed with 
the time and opportunity to develop 
a reputation of reliability so that 
when a door finally opened, I was 
in the right place at the right time 
with the right set of skills and 
insight to meet the oncoming 
challenges head-on. 

As indicated in Esther 4:14, we 
believers may often find that we 
have been led into specific 
situations "for such a time as this." 


Happy Holidays from Social Security 


The holiday season 
brings us feelings of 
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and tomorrow 
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Fee Cap — the first in 13 
years. 

The maximum dollar 
amount limit for fee 
agreements approved 
under the Social Security 
Act increased from 
$6,000 to $7,200. 

Effective November 30, 
2022, we may approve 
fee agreements up to the 


warmth and joy. 

At Social Security, we 
want you to know we 
share the same joy when 
it comes to serving you, 
whether it be in person, 
by telephone, or online. 

Our online services are 
available to help you do 
business with us in an 
easy, convenient, and 
secure way. 

It all starts with a 
personal my Social 
Security account. More 
than 70 million people 
have signed up for their 
personal account to 
conduct their business 
online. 

You can create a per- 


¢ Apply for retirement, 
spouses, or disability 
benefits. 

e Apply for Medicare. 

e Check your application 
status. 

If you receive benefits, 
you can use your personal 
my Social Security ac- 
count to: 

e Change your address. 
(Social Security benefits 
only) 

e Set up or change your 
direct deposit infor- 
mation. (Social Security 
benefits only) 

e Instantly get proof of 
benefits. 

e Print your SSA-1099. 

If you do not receive 
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e Get instant proof that 
you do not receive 
benefits. 

You can use our 
services on-the-go or 
from the comfort of your 
home. Please visit 
www.ssa.gov/myaccount 
to view the services avail- 
able to you. We want you 
to have a safe, happy 
holiday season and know 
that we are here for you. 


Attorney Fee Cap 
Increase 

Social Security 
Administration Acting 
Commissioner Kilolo 
Kijakazi announced a 
change to the Attorney 
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new dollar limit, provided 
that the agreements other- 
wise meet the statutory 
requirements. 

If a fee agreement is 
not filed, a representative 
can submit a fee petition 
after completing work on 
your claim(s). We’ll 
review the value of your 
representative’s 
services—and let you 
know the fee your repre- 
sentative is authorized to 
charge and collect. 

For more information, 
please read our publica- 
tion, Your Right to 
Representation, at 
www.ssa.gov/pubs/ 
EN-05-10075.pdf. 


Joseph McKeon 
December 21, 1951 - October 7, 2022 


Joseph “Joe” McKeon (Notre Dame’s #1 Fan) was 
born on December 21, 1951, in Drexel Hill, PA to Joan 
and Raymond McKeon. Joe grew up in St. Charles 
Parish and graduated Monsignor Bonner Catholic 
High School in 69. 

He then enlisted in the Air Force and was deployed 
to Vietnam. After his discharge he began his career as 
a civilian firefighter at Ellsworth Air Force Base and 
became Assistant Chief. 

In 1974 Joe married his first wife Judy Reiser with 
whom he had two daughters: Amy Marie and Theresa 
Joan. 

In 1997 he left Ellsworth and transferred to 
Homestead Air Force base in Homestead, F1 with his 
second wife Sandra. He retired from Homestead as 
Assistant Chief in 2003. Joe passed away peacefully 
at home on October 7, 2022. 

Joe was preceded in death by his mother Joan 
McKeon, his brother Raymond McKeon, and his 
sister-in-law Leslie McKeon and is survived by his 
wife Sandra McKeon of Homestead, FL, brothers 
Kevin (Joanne) McKeon of Norristown, PA and 
Gerard McKeon of Tinicum, PA, three daughters Amy 
(Angela) Carigen of Seattle, WA, Tessa Donnelly of 
Rapid City, SD, Dawn (David) Nance of Lafayette, IN 
and eleven grandchildren, 2 great grandchildren and 
many special friends and family. 

A Celebration of Life gathering will be held on 
Sunday December 11th at 4pm at Snooks Bayside 
99470 Oversees Hwy. (MM 99.9) Key Largo, FL. 
Dress is beach casual. 

In lieu of flowers, consider a gift to Stephen Siller 
Tunnel to Towers Foundation. A link to donate, photos 
of Joe and more memorial tributes can be found on 
Everloved https://everloved.com/life-of/joseph-joe- 
mckeon/?flow=201. 


To submit an obituary or death notice, 
email wording and jpg photo to 


info@newsleadermail. com, 305-245-231 
Print deadline is Wednesday at noon. 


Temple Hatikvah 


Homestead Jewish Center 
A Reform Congregation 


183 NE 8th St., Homestead 
For information please call 
305-454-4944 
or visit www.thhjc.org 
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PUTTING OURSELVES TO THE TEST 
Achieving Equity to End HIV 


Florida Dept. of Health 
in Miami-Dade recognizes 
World AIDS Day - 


December Ist 


The Florida Department of Health in Miami-Dade 
County unites with people and communities world- 
wide as we observe World AIDS Day by showing 
support for people living with HIV and honoring those 
we have lost. 

The theme for the 2022 observance is “Putting 
Ourselves to the Test: Achieving Equity to End HIV.” 

Ending HIV in Florida requires the collective effort 
of all Floridians and knowing your HIV status is the 
first step. Your HIV status determines the prevention 
or care options that are right for you. Florida is a 
national leader in HIV testing, and there are many 
ways to get tested. 

Visit www.testmiami.org to order a free at-home 
test kit or to learn about testing providers in your area. 

It is crucial that people diagnosed with HIV begin 
treatment as soon as possible. Immediate treatment 
with antiretroviral therapy (ART) typically leads to 
long, healthy lives for people with HIV. 

It’s also a method of HIV prevention. ART reduces 
the amount of HIV in the body, which makes it harder 
to transmit to others. 

There are more tools available than ever to prevent 
HIV. A health care provider can help you determine 
appropriate next steps, which might include taking 
PrEP, regular testing and using condoms to reduce the 
risk of acquiring HIV. 

The Florida Department of Health in Miami-Dade 
County and community partners will be collaborating 
to host numerous community events to raise aware- 
ness, show support for people living with HIV, and 

remember those we have lost to AIDS. Please visit 
www.testmiami.org to see a list of events for World 
AIDS Day. 

For more information, call the Florida AIDS 
Hotline at 1-800-FLA-AIDS or 1-800-352-2437; 
En Espanol, 1-800-545-SIDA; In Creole, 
1-800-AIDS-101. 


Call a DEPENDABLE Hometown 
Realtor that will work hard for you 
when youre buying or selling! 


Now's the Time to FA or Sell 


FOR THE BEST 
RESULTS 
STAY WITHTHE ' 
BEST!! ; 
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